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OR several seasons it has been the custom for the survivors of 
the Battery to have an outing, this, the third, taking place 
Friday, August 26, 1892, the Steamer “ Riverside,’ Captain 
Lanigan, being engaged for the occasion. At 10 o'clock that morn- 
ing it left the dock at the foot of Main Street with a happy company, 
consisting of members, their families and friends, and after a most 
delightful sail upon the Niagara River, landed in due time at Eagle 
Park, Grand Island. 

The company then proceeded to the pavilion, where line was 
formed, and all were cordially welcomed by Colonel Wiedrich, who 
congratulated them upon the pleasure he had in meeting them 
again and wished them all enjoyment for the day, adding that not 
a member of the Battery that was at the last reunion had died, and 
but two had been taken away from the roll of the survivors. After 
the Colonel’s remarks the roll was called, and the following members 


responded : 

Colonel Michael Wiedrich, 
Lieutenant Jacob Schenkelberger, 
Lieutenant Christopher Schinitt, 

Philip Bachert, 
John Moessinger, 
Frederick Smith, 
Jacob Hehr, 
Christian Horni, 
William Braun, 
Jokn N. Schneider, 
George Burghard, 
Adam Schell, 

John Stortz, 
William I. Moeller, 
Andrew Seifert, 
Jacob Schmitt, 
Charks Buchleiter, . 
John Garbe. 


——_—_—>— 
Died since last retmion ; 

Jacob Hirt, Buffalo. 

Louis Wiedmann, Dayton, O. 


‘The Colonel then introduced the writer, who said : 

Friends and Comrades: { 
By the bounty of our Heavenly Father, to whom all gratitude | 

is due, we have been preserved through another year, and now | 

celebrate to-day our Third Reunion, taking by the hand our brave 

comrades who in our country’s danger stood forth manfully in its 

defense; and the few survivors of that gallant artillery company 1 

stand before us ready to receive the congratulations of their friends. ] 

Be assured that I only echo their hearty wishes for many returns of 

these social events upon this beautiful river and amid these pleasant 

scenes. What could one wish for more in order to enjoy perfect 

happiness? As your Colonel has remarked, it is a pleasant thought 

that not a member of the battery who was present at the last reunion 

has died; there are some still living, not here to-day, that were with us 

at that time, and there are also some who make their first appear- 

ance with you to-day. JI have had the pleasure to compile during 

the year past as full and complete a record of the Battery, as facts 

gathered and records extant warranted, and your honorable record 

is now added to the war literature of the late rebellion. You have 

generously acknowledged that labor of love by making me an hon- 

orary member of your association. Perhaps thinking that not tan- 

gible enough, you had the generosity to invite me to meet you on 

a pleasant evening in June last, at Miller's Hall, there presenting 

me with a fine tea service. ‘Taken completely by surprise, I think I 

managed to return my thanks for the gift ; this additional token was 

very touching and fully appreciated, Again I thank you for your 

kindness, and be assured I will during my life-time treasure this 

substantial manifestation of your regards, and now my wish is that 

all present on this occasion will have an enjoyable time, and that it 

will not be the least memorable of the pleasant gatherings that we 

have had, 


The company then dispersed to partake of a generous luncheon 
and to amuse themselves until the call was sounded for the home- 
ward journey—thus ended an enjoyable reunion ; may the coming 
ore as pleasant. 


SILVER TEA SET. PRESENTED BY THE WIEDRICH BATTERY ASSOCIATIC 
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From the Buffalo Exguirer, November 17, 1891. 


BRAVE OLD GUNNERS. 


A New and Interesting Chapter of War History Recently Put Ont 
in Buffalo, 


STORY OF WIEDRICH’S BATTERY. 


One of the most interesting chapters of war history, so far as 
Buffalo is concerned, has just been issued to the public by Cyrus K. 
Remington of this city. 

It isa record of Wiedrich’s Battery, (Battery I, First N. Ae 
Light Artillery Volunteers) from 1861 to 1865. The volume is 
neatly bound in cloth with a number of fine cuts and contains 156 
pages. 

The history of Wiedrich’s Battery is particularly interesting to 
Buffalonians from the fact that its roster was made up from among 
Buffalo's sturdiest and best known young Germans soon after the 
breaking out of the war, and also for the reason that the thrilling 
story of their varied experiences in the land of the enemy has never 
before been told. 

Wiedrich’s Battery was organized for fighting and not for show, 
and for this reason the work of compiling an accurate history of its 
campaigns was an exceedingly difficult one. 

But for all this the author has made of it an interesting chapter 
that will be eagerly read by all who care to know anything of 
military history and a work that has been pronounced accurate and 
complete by the veterans of the organization for whom it was written. 

In dedicating the work to the surviving members of the old 
company Mr, Remington says : 

“To the memory of those ' who died upon the field of honor,’ 
and their surviving comrades of Battery I, First N. Y. Light 
Artillery Vols., in the War of the Rebellion, who, in common with 
other patriots, suffered great hardships during that eventful period, 
this record, which has been for the compiler a labor of love, is 
affectionately inscribed."* 


And so it has been a “labor of love,’’ for Mr. Remington has 
spent much time and labor in getting the material for the work, all 
of which he gives to the old survivors with no thought of 
‘compensation. 

The history begins with the scenes of the 26th of October, 1861, 
when the battery marched to the Central Station to leave for the 
South and from extracts from papers, reminiscences, records, from 
diaries, etc., gives the story of the battery’s hardships, battles and 
vicissitudes, until the day that they turned in their guns at the 
arsenal at Washington and started for Buffalo. This was June z, 1865. 

A very interesting portion of the work is extracts taken from 
the diary of Sergeant Frederick Smith. For example, here is the 
record of August 17, 1894: ‘' We crossed the river and went on 
picket, where we staid until the 2d of September when we got orders 
to enter Atlanta, as the rebels had evacuated. We entered the city 
the same afternoon. Our corps (20th) was the first to enter. The 
enemy had destroyed nearly everything to prevent it from falling 
into our hands. We, however, got considerable tobacco, which was 
just what we wanted next to something to eat. We remained in 
the city over two months and had a good time attending minstrel 
shows and dancing parties. Our corps had the material for two 
minstrel companies, and they gave performances every night in two 
of the city’s theaters to crowded houses. Our boys also got well 
acquainted with some of the Atlanta girls, and one of our number, 
Philip Cook, being a violinist and another, Val. Wagner, an accor- 
deon player, dances were held about twice a week in the houses of 
some of the girls. When our musicians were not thus engaged, they 
played for stag parties in our own camp.”” 

“* Oct. 29.—We received our eight months’ pay. During our 
stay here the election for President took place, Abraham Lincoln 
being the Republican candidate, and George B. McClellan the 
Democratic, and those who were entitled to vote could do so by 
proxy.” 

“Nov. 17.-—-We broke camp and marched till 2 o'clock in the 
morning, and had hardly got rested when we started off again and 
marched all day and camped at night. (That was just 27 years 
ago to-day. ° 

‘Thery comes a little history of how the boys lived. 

“Nev. 24.—We left Milledgeville and continued the march, 
sometimes camping at night and sometimes marching all night; 
passing through Sandersville, Riddleville, Zanesville and other 
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small villages; nothing of interest occurring except to foragers or 
“ Sherman’s Bummers,’’ as they were called; had frequent brushes 
with the Rebel rear guard and bushwhackers. ‘I'wo of our boys fell 
into the hands of the bushwhackers on this march, viz: William 
Hurley and Valentine Wagner, and it is supposed they were killed, 
as they never returned and have not been heard from since. As we 
had to live on the county, it was necessary to send out foragers any 
day to supply us with rations, and a detail was made for that purpose, 
but about three-fourths of the battery went out every day and 
foraged on their own hook. Sometimes we lived like kings when 
we passed through a rich district and at other times like beggars.”’ 

The battery was engaged in over fifty battles and did some of 
the hardest fighting of any company enlisted in New York State. 

The old veterans are very proud of their new book and also are 
very grateful to Mr. Remington, its author. 


From the Buffalo Commercial, November 16, 1891. 


HISTORY OF WIEDRICH’S BATTERY. 


The survivors of Wiedrich’s Battery ‘‘I,’’ First New York 
Artillery, have published a history of the battery, compiled by 
Mr, Cyrus K. Remington. It makes a handsome book of 156 pages, 
with illustrations, and contains a full record of the achievements of 
the battery from 1861 to 1865 during the war. The frontispiece is a 
group photograph of the survivors of the battery at the dedication 
of their monument on East Cemetery Hill, Gettysburg, May 20, 
1889, The book is one of much interest to all old soldiers. 


From the Buffalo Express, November 22, 18g1. 

Mr. Cyrus K, Remington has compiled, and the Courier Com- 
pany has printed, ‘‘A Record of Battery I, First New York Light 
Artillery Vols., otherwise known as Wiedrich’s Battery, during the 
War of the Rebellion, 1861-1865.’ This battery, as most Buffalo- 
nians know, included many well-known men of this city, and its 
record is emphatically a good one. It participated > over fifty 
engagements and battles during its period of enlistme: ., and was 
at Raleigh when Johnson surrendered to Sherman. ‘‘ Tt was the 
only separate company actively engaged, representing tie City of 
Buffalo,” says Mr, Remington, ‘‘in the Battle of Gettysburg, July 


1st, 2d and 3d, 1863, where it held the important position on East 
Cemetery Hill, and was mainly instrumental in checking and 
defeating the celebrated charge of the ‘Louisiana Tigers’ at that 
point on the evening of the 2d of July.” It is a gallant record from 
first to last. Mr. Remington's task of putting the material relating 
to the deeds of this battery into proper narrative form, has evidently 
been performed with much painstaking care and no little skill, and 
the result isa volume which must be especially acceptable to all 
surviving m¢mbers of the battery, and a welcome and needed contri- 
bution to our Iccal historical literature. The mechanical execution 
of the book is good. 


From the Buffalo Courier, November 19, 1891. 


RECORD OF WIEDRICH’S BATTERY. 


Cyrus K. Remington has just published a record of Wiedrich's 
Battery (Battery I, First N. Y. Light Artillery Volunteers), which 
is of much interest to Buffalo people, as its roster was made up of 
young Germans of this city soon after the war broke ont. The 
work, which is dedicated to the survivors of the battery, has been 
pronounced by competent authorities accurate and complete. 


From the Buffalo Evening News. 

The survivors of Battery I, New York Light Artillery Volun- 
teers, now known as Wiedrich’s Battery Association, presented to 
Cyrus K. Remington, one of its honorary members, a handsome 
tea service last night. Mr. Remington recently wrote a history of 
the battery. The presentation speech was made by Capt. Wiedrich. 


From the Buffalo Freie Presse. 

Although the civil war lies behind us almost a man’s age, the 
present generation always remembers with gratitude the service of 
the veterans, who have fought and shed their blood for the preserva- 
tion of the Union. Every large city in the country contains organi- 
zations of such veterans, and many’ of these had their own historians 
to glorify and perpetuate their deeds. So in our own city, the author, 
Cyrus K. Remington, had dedicated to a Buffalo organization, to 


Wiedrich's Battery (1, First N. ¥. Vol. Light Artillery), a work 
which appeared in magnificent style, with portraits and illustrations. 
It contains the proud record of the battery in the war years of 
1861-65, describes the solemn dedication of the monument on the 
East Cemetery Hill, at Gettysburg, on the 20th of May, 1889, in the 
presence of the surviving members of the battery, on the same spot 
where it fought so bravely in the hottest of the fight. The work 
also reminds of the reunion held by its heroes, and gives in an appen- 
dix so many interesting reminiscenses of the late war, 


HEApguarters First Rect. U. S. ARTILLERY, 
Fort Hami,ton, New Yorx Harnor. 


i Aas January 2, 1892, 
Your very kind letter of December 3oth was received on the 
gist, and yesterday, January ist, the book you sent me, ‘ Wiedrich’s 
Battery, 1861-65,"’ came to hand in good order. Itisa very acceptable 
New Year's gift, and one that I keenly appreciate. It is well written, 
on good paper, with clear type, finely illustrated and beantifully bound. 
The book is a credit to you as well as the “ Conrier Company.’’ 
But whet makes it of particular interest to me is the fact that it is a 
record of Buffalo soldiers by a Buffalo writer. Vou will remember 
that I was born in Buffalo and went from there to West Point, so, 
of course, everything about Buffalo soldiers is very near my heart. 

IT shall place the book in my small but select library, and I 
consider it a valuable contribution to my collection of war histories. 

; What a beautifil idea that was, the surviving members having 
their picture taken, seated around the monument of their dead, ‘‘the 
loved and lost."’ I looked at that picture long and earnestly. 

T do not know that I shall ever meet the brave men who are 
survivors of that battery, but I should like to meet them very much. 
and take each and all of them by the hand. : 

Again thanking you for your valued gift at this happy season 
of the year, and wishing you and yours a Happy New Year, I am, 


Very faithfully yours, 


LOOMIS L. LANGDON, 
Col. First Artillery, U. S.A, 


GerrvspurGc, Pa., June 28, 1893. 
My Dear Sir: 

Vour kind letter of 26th inst. received yesterday and the Record 
of Wiedrich’s Battery to-day. 

Accept my thanks for same, which shall be placed with the 
histories and records of other organizations who participated in this 
battle and copies of which I have. Accept also my congratulations 
in getting out so beautiful a work. ‘The whole make-up is very fine, 
and I have no doubt but that the ‘‘Record’’ is accurately and grace- 
fully written, and shall embrace the first opportunity after the rush 
just now starting in to give it a careful perusal. 

T shall endeavor to see Captain Wiedrich when he arrives, as I 
recollect him well, as well as his daughter, Dr. Greene, yourself, and 
others who were here at the dedication. I regret that you are not 
coming down, but should you come at any time, don’t fail to let me 
know, or if any of your friends drop down this way, give them a 
card to me and I will try and make it pleasant for them. With kind 
regards, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
W. H. TIPTON. 


Charles Schmitt, one of the members of the battery, died sud- 
denly in this city Angust 15, 1893, on his way to the Soldier's 
Home, at Bath, N. ¥. When near the Lackawanna Station, this 
city, he was taken ill and expired before medical aid could be 
obtained. 


KELLOGG HOUSE. 
Lowviite, N. Y., March 9, 1894. 
Messrs. BACHERT & SCHELL, 
Buffalo, N. ¥. 
My Dear Comrades: 

In compliance with my promise made you at Rochester, at the 
recent G. A. R. Encampment, I herewith take pleasure in transmit- 
ting to you relics that I have kept in my possession since the war. 
The streamer was the one taken from the Confederate Transport 
“ Resolute,” which was disabled on the Savannah River, by oie li 
Battery, a few days before we went into the city, Any of the 
“boys” now with you who were in the command at the time, will 
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DEDICATION OF THEIR MONUMENT ON EAST CEMETERY HILL, 


(From # Photo by W. H, Tipton.) 


SURVIVORS OF BATTERY |, FIRST NEW YORK LIGHT ARTILLERY. 


GETTYSBURG, MAY 20, 1889, 


recall the morning fight we had with the gunboat. The flag was 
secured near Raleigh, N. C., on the morning Sherman went to meet 
Johnson. The foraging party that morning secured it, and I was in 
charge and the flag was delivered to me and I carried it under my 
vest for fear Winnegar would take it from me, as he did the Georgia 
State flag I got near Louisville, Ga. ‘These momentos I am happy 
to place at the disposal of your association. 

I should suggest that when your organization dies out, that 
they be deposited with the State Mansion, at Albany, N. ¥. I am, 
comrades, Yours in F.C. & L., 

W. L. SCOTT, 
Late ist Lt. rst N. ¥. Lt. Artillery, 
Com, ‘I’' Battery. 


In reference to the flags just mentioned by Lieutenant Scott, we 
give the story of their capture by Sergeant Frederick Smith of the 
battery, ‘‘On December 24, 1864, when the battery was in position 
on the west bank of the Savannah River, about five miles north of 
the city of Savannah, during General Sherman’s investment of that 
place, we saw three steamers coming down the river, presumably 
from Augusta, Ga. As soon as they came within range of our guns 
we opened fire on them with shell. One of the boats replying 
with a rifle cannon of very heavy calibre. The duel lasted nearly an 
hour, when the gunboat and one of the supply boats was compelled 
to retire up the river. ‘The other boat (which proved to be the 
Resolute’) drifted on an island in the middle of the river on which 
was a brigade of our corps, the 20th, who took possession of her. 
Some of our boys rowed over after we had ceased firing and they 
brought this streamer with them and gave it to Lieutenant Scott, 
who has had it in his possession ever since and now presents it 
with another captured flag to Wiedrich’s Battery Association. The 
latter was captured from the Confederates, near Raleigh, N. C., on 
April 15, 1865, the morning General Sherman met General Johnson 
for agreement of terms of surrender,”’ 


Nerrik WIEpRICH ALoysius F, Go! 


WERE MARRIED 


Wepnespay, April. 12th, 1893, 


* ar St. Corumpra’s CHURCH, 7 A.M. 


At Home after May 15th, 
(363 Clinton St, Buffalo, N.Y. 


